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Celebrting 60 years of peace

By Umaru Kashaka
and Agencies

n March 25,
the European
Union (EU)
celebrated
its 60th
anniversary
since the
Treaty of Rome was signed,
which laid the foundations for
what the EU is today.

Since then, the citizens of
Europe have enjoyed six
decades of peace, prosperity
and security, unprecedented
in modern history.

The contrast to the first
half of the 20th century
could not be greater. Two
catastrophic world wars in
Europe between 1914 and
1945 left millions dead, and a
continent devastated, divided
and prostrate.

For countries that had
long been at war, European
integration has been the most
successful peace project in
our history.

The Treaty of Rome
cemented an economic
agreement between six
European countries that
ultimately paved the way to
today’s EU.

On that spring day, France,
Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands and what
was then West Germany
agreed to a customs union,
aiming to create a single
market for goods, labour, B
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They formed the European Council of Europe, a human rights organisation. No country can join the Council of Europe, unless it ends the death penalty first

Economic Community (EEC),

rooted in the idea that open,

tariff-free trade would make

every member better off.
Sixty years on from Rome,

the EEC is the EU, a bloc

of 28 member states who
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Freedom of movement is one
of the major principles of the
EU’s common market — and
one of the more contentious,
with fears over immigration
feeding into a populist
backlash.

However, it is worth
remembering that in the
EU today, over 500 million
people enjoy the right to live,
study or work in any of the
EU’s 28 member states.

Around 14 million EU
citizens live in a different
country, according to statistics :

biggest single markets in the
world.

Major waves of expansion
in 2004 and 2007 brought 12
new countries, mostly from
central and eastern Europe,
into the fold.

The gross domestic product
(GDP) of EU last year was
$16.5 trillion, according to the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), representing 22.8% of
the world’s total.

On an individual level, if a
consumer in France wants to
order a pram from Poland or

a coffee machine from Italy,
she doesn’t need to worry
about import tax.

On a broader level, ease
of doing business provides
a major economic boost.
It is impossible to quantify
precisely because European
integration took place
alongside broader trends in
globalisation, but economists
agree that removing barriers
to trade creates wealth.

“Of course this is profitable
for the private sector as
they seek to increase their

operations across the EU,
which in turn offers a
wide array of choice to EU
consumers at competitive
prices.

However there are still
some standards, rules and
practices which remain at
the national level and are
still not harmonised. There
are good hopes for progress
though, in particular with the
digital space,” said Francesca
Bianchi, a specialist in Trade
and Investment at the World
Economic Forum.

Winning Nobel Peace
Prize

The Nobel committee
honoured the EU because
it had “for over six
decades contributed to the
advancement of peace and
reconciliation, democracy
and human rights in
Europe”.

For a country to join the
EU, it needs to meet three
criteria: political, with stable
institutions underpinning
democracy; economic,
with a functioning market

Rights was updated with a
new protocol to abolish the
death penalty.

Although this was not
directly the EU’s work, the
lure of joining the bloc
played a key role in ending
capital punishment in
Europe.

To join the EU, a country
first joins the broader
Council of Europe, a human
rights organisation. No
country can join the Council
of Europe unless it ends the
death penalty first.
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