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n celebration of hitting 
25 years of successful 
national service, 
National Medical Stores 
(NMS) organised  a 
three-day event during 
which groups of 

stakeholders were engaged.
This took place at the NMS 

headquarters on Nsamizi 
Road in Entebbe municipality, 
Wakiso district.

The groups included 
women and youth leaders, 
members of the medical and 
pharmaceutical fraternity 
and religious leaders from 
different denominations. On 
the first day on December 10, 
over 150 women and youth 
leaders spent the day at the 
NMS headquarters engaging 
in different activities. The next 
day, members of the medical 
and pharmaceutical fraternity 
were  invited.

The religious leaders 

wrapped up the celebrations 
on December 12. They were 
led by the Archbishop of the 
Church of Uganda, His Grace 
Stanley Ntagali, who was the 
chief guest and celebrant.

 All stakeholder groups were 
addressed by the general 
manager of NMS, Moses 
Kamabare. They later engaged 
in question and answer 
discussions that helped NMS 
assess the milestones they 
have achieved in over 25 years 
of existence and service.  

The groups were then given 
a tour of the warehouses and 
cold rooms. 

Other activities included an 
on-sight health camp, where 
the staff and the guests got 
the opportunity to find out 
their HIV status and vitals, 
coupled with an opportunity 
to donate blood.
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While at the event, Dr Ekwaro 
Obuku, the chairperson of the 

Uganda Medical Association, 
implored the Government to 
put in place provisions that 
allow for recruitment of more 
pharmacists in public health 
centres.

He noted that there are only 
45 pharmacists employed by 
the Government, in different 
regions of the country, yet 
the country has over 1,000 
pharmacists and more are still 
graduating.

“Most of the pharmacists are 
employed in the private sector 
because they are not provided 
for in the public sector,” he 
remarked.

Prof. John Charles Okiria, 
the chairperson of the Allied 
Health Professionals Council, 
was quick to add that the 
provision of pharmacists in 
public sector remains at a 
regional level.

“We have 45 regions 
tallying the total number 
of pharmacists to 45 in the 
whole country,” he elaborated, 

imploring the Government 
to create structures that 
can attract pharmacists 
at every health facility in                        
Uganda.

A pharmacist is critical 
in patient care through 
medicines management, 
ordering, usage, storage, 
recommending appropriate 
treatment, prescription and 
determining appropriate drug 
alternatives.

According to a 2014 report 
by the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Uganda (PSU), nearly 
all of the general hospitals 
lack pharmacists. Of the 89 
approved pharmacist positions 
in general hospitals, only 27 
positions are filled, leaving a 
shortfall of 64 positions.

“Of the 42 pharmacist 
positions approved in 
the 13 regional referral 
hospitals, only 25 are filled, 
while 17 positions are 
vacant,” reads the report in                             
part.
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