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Uganda Development Bank Inspires Developmen

through Supporting

Celebrating and Supporting Innovation:
The UDB i-Growth Accelerator Program

Uganda Development Bank Limited (UDBL) in partnership with the ResilientAfrica Network
(RAN Innovation Lab) launched the inaugral UDB i-Growth Accelerator Program in November
2017 focusing on supporting the commercialization of local start-ups and stimulating a culture
of innovation in Uganda. The program s in tandem with UDB's mandate of fostering socio
economic development through intervention in priority sectors of the economy.

The Program, held under the theme ‘Towards a Smart and Sustainable Agricultural and
Manufacturing Sector’ for 2017, targed local starf-up enterprises in the Agriculture and
manufacturing sectors that require financial support fo grow and commercialize.

LR Nothan Criat
Conduct a Press brefing ot the lounch of the 2017 +-Growlh Accleralor Program.

. Dr.Dorothy Oketo (RAN)

The call was open to individudls, youth groups,
community based organisafions, vocational
institutes, students, and young entrepreneurs
involved in  projects that demonstrated
transformative interventions in the form of
“solutions’ or ‘technologies’. Additionally, the
successful projects had to portray attributes of
regional, national and  community-level
scalabilty, creation of employment
opportunities, multi-sectoral ~ collaboration,
and  environmental  conservation.  Other
aspects include; Originality of the idea,
business sustainability, clear implementation
plan, cost effectiveness and a  clear
competitive advantage of the solution.

At the close of the 8-week application
window on 25th January 2018, a total of 430
projects were submitted for vetting. These
were reviewed by a diverse panel of 20
Judges who selected the projects that best it
the application criteria. The top 25 applicants
were granfed the opportunity to showcase
their projects at a public Exhibition held at
Hotel Africana on 28th of February 2018.

The eventual award recipients were unveiled
at a function presided over by the State
Minister for Finance, Planning and Economic
Development incharge of general duties,

Dr Gabriel Ajedia.

DB the MOU with

Bazeyo, the Chief of Party ot RAN

UDB UNVEILS WINNERS OF THE 2017 i-GROWTH ACCELERATOR PROGRAM AWARDS
TOP WINNER

FIRST RUNNER-UP
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In order to maintain productive soil quality as
well as fight crop pests, farmers in Uganda
usually rely onthe use of chemicals and other
forms of pesticides, some of which are
hazardous to the envioment and human life.

In response, Gudie Leisure Farm produces
Orgapesticide, an_ organic ferilzer made
from pepper, garic ond hydrogen from
earthworms. The Farm also intergrates other
low cost agricultural  approaches and
practices including “Resoil” (an organic soil
enhancer  that  boosfs  soil  quality),
Orgafume(uses micro-oganisms and yeast
bacteria to colonise harmful organisms); the
Farm s also conducting frials for weed master,
an organic weed confrol solution.

The project has been in existence for 2 years
and has the capacity o produce 500 liters of
Orgapesticide per week. Their infention is to
reduce farmers losses associated with pests
and diseases.

Dr Gudula explains
the process of how fo
use Orgopesticide o
he 1 Growth expo.
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the Chalrman UDE.

As a response fo the unpredictable weather
patterns, members of this team came
together to develop an affordable, locally
produced and maintained hybrid Hay and
Silage Machine.

The Machine produces and compacts Hay
and silage that can be kept for a period of up
to 5-years; this enables farmers fo feed their
animals through periods of draught and
scarcity. Addifionally.the  solufion not only
combines Hay and Silage production there
by eliminating the need for two separate
machines, it also provides a cost effective
alternative to the Hay and Silage production
machines in Uganda that are imported.

The project has been in existence for nearly
two years and has been fested variously on
farms in Mukono. Tests have confirmed that
the machine can produce 20 tones of hay or
silage over a period of 10 hours using just 24
fiters of diiesel.

SECOND WINNER

‘CE UDE Paticiahans over o Ugx 5 millon cheue o Siena
Fump offciol
On the back of increased incidences of
prolonged draught, the youthful team from
Ssena Pump Lid, developed a Low Cost Solar
Imigation Pump.

The pump is manufactured from locally
sourced materials and uses solar renewable
energy. It also comes with a sprinkler
mechanism that is also locally fabricated. The
set is priced af Ugx 600.000. The team has
piloted the project with three farmers who
have reported  positively  about  its

functionality.

Localy made Solor Irigation pump.

Other Finalists

Bank at Hause Factor X-change

This team identified poor packaging of
agricultural produce as one of the major
challenges in the agricultural sector. They
therefore came up with their project- a
solution that uses 3 ply bags to keep produce
for longer periods and enable the produce to
earn better. The team further works to link
farms fo whole saller fo increase their
revenues

EcoSmart Pads

This project has been in existence for 8
months. The project ufilizes sugar cane fibre/
residue to produce eco-friendly sanitary
pads, thereby minimize agricultural waste
whilst also adressing reproductive health
needs. Since ifs start, the project has
supported 420 women and girs, and employs
several individuals within the chain  of
production. The project has also indirectly
impacted the productivity of adolescent girls
and women, offering them low-cost sanitary
pads.

Kadas

This project was founded by four University
students. They came up with a mobile
application that helps farmers in rural areas
gain knowledge and access to appropriate
moarkets, in a language of their convenience.
The platform also includes support for farmers
to access affordable loans. The project was
named kadas, a ferm that means ‘above the
rest'.

Sparky Dryer

This project was founded by two recent
graduates of mechanical engineering who
were inspired by the background of their
famiies  being majorly ~dependent on
agriculture, and yet facing the challenge of
extra produce rotting every season. They
decided to develop a product fo improve
storage of agricultural produce. They based
their product on locally used methods of
drying by making improvements to provide a
faster and more hygienic drying. The sparky
dryer is 5X faster than fraditional sun drying
and 2X faster than the existing solar dryers.

Oribags

This project has been in existence for 8 years.
The concept was bithed at a fime when
there was a lot of debate over the regulation
of plastic bags ('kavera'). These plastic bags
are often discarded, blocking drainage
systems or bumt, resulting in poliution of the
environment.

After identifying a solution to this problem, the
founder approached an agricultural research
institute  to  fest her solufion, an
environmentally  fiiendly paper product
processed from bio-waste, agricultural fibres
and other forms of waste like cotton waste,
offcuts from shopping malls, among others.

To date, Oribags has over 30 designs of gift
boxes and paper bags that are available in
40 stores across the country. Oribags has also
collaborated with various farmer groups from
whom they collect waste and whom they
have frained in waste management; they
have also helped fhem establish other
revenue streams through the sale of this
waste.
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. Nimeod berof Prol.
overa cheaue fo Sparky Dryer

Hon Vincent Woboya MP Budadii County East hands
over a cheque 1o Officials fom Kados

. member of the
Boord{UDB] honds over G cheaue fo Oribags officials

the Vice Chancelor MUK
over a cheaue fo Bank of Hause Factor Exchange
offciols.
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For any inquiries, please contact us at:
Plot 6 Nakasero Road

Phone: +256-414 355 550

Email: info@udbl.co.ug

Web: www.udbl.co.ug

Inspiring Development




