
RURAL DIVERSIFICATION AND PLANNING 

UNLOCKING VALUE IN RURAL SPACES AND PLACES
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OUR SERVICES



Padel Tennis 

WHATôS HOT IN THE WORLD OF DIVERSIFICATION?

Dog Walking Paddocks 

Health and Wellbeing Container Storage 
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VWhy do you want to diversify?

V Do you have any underutilised land or buildings?

V Is the proposed diversification project viable?

VWho will run/operate it?

V Is it compatible with the farm?

V Do you need planning permission?

VWill you be liable for Business Rates?

VWill it impact on your tax position?

V How will it be funded?

V Are there any grants available? 

V Do you need professional advice? 

DIVERSIFICATION CHECKLIST 
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EXAMPLES OF KEY PROJECTS 
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WARESLEY PARK ESTATE: INCOME GENERATION ON AN 

EQUESTRIAN ESTATE 
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Diversification of an equestrian estate 

to provide:

ÅWedding venue 

Å Accommodation & Spa

Å Farm shop

Å Café/restaurant 

Å Vineyard

Å Events 

ÅWild Swimming

Å Glamping 



WARESLEY PARK ESTATE



GLAMPING AT WARESLEY PARK ESTATE 
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Full Planning:

Å More than 60 days per year

Å Permanent or temporary basis 

Å Needs to comply with planning policy 

but gives greater flexibility 

Å Permanent and temporary structures 

CAMPING AND GLAMPING 

Permitted Development 

Å Class BC 

Å Up to 60 days per calendar year

Å Up to 50 pitches 

Å Prior notification required 

Å Temporary structures 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE FARMING ESTATE 
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RURAL PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS 

Class Q ï Agriculture to 
residential 

Class R ï Agriculture to a 
flexible commercial use

Class A ï Agricultural 
development 

Part 4 Classes A and B - 
Temporary uses and 
Structures 



RURAL PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS 

Leading industry experts 

Successful applications in 25 
counties 

90% success rate (compared 
to national average of <60%)

Regular keynote speaker and 
industry advisor 

Frequent reports, articles and 
interviews 



Å No structural requirement 

Å Available in AONBs/National Landscapes and Conservation Areas 

Å Uses include: 
- Class B2 (general industrial)

- Class B8 (storage or distribution)

- Class C1 (hotels)

- Class E (commercia, business or service)

- Class F.2(c) (outdoor sport or recreation)

- Agricultural training 

CLASS R PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT

AGRICULTURE TO A FLEXIBLE COMMERCIAL USE 
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THE RISE OF PADEL TENNIS 
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Source: The Telegraph 



Å Agriculture to residential conversion 

Å Available for buildings which 

currently or previously formed part 

of an óEstablished Agricultural Unitô

Å Available in the Green Belt

Å Not available in AONBs, 

Conservation Areas, National Parks 

Å No requirement for BNG

Å Sustainability not relevant 

Å No requirement for affordable 

housing contributions 

CLASS Q PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 
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WHAT IS CLASS Q?



ÅMaximum of 10 dwellings per óestablished agricultural unitô

Å Maximum combined floorspace limit of 1,000sqm 

Å Allowance of rear single -story extensions of up to 4m

Å All new dwellings limited to a maximum footprint of 150sqm 

Å Buildings must have an existing highways access

CLASS Q PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 
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CLASS Q ï BEXHILL ï TRINITY COLLEGE 
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CLASS Q ï FINCHINGFIELD, ESSEX ï PRIVATE CLIENT 
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REPLACEMENT WITH A NEW DWELLING ï THE CLASS Q 

FALLBACK POSITION
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FULL PLANNING VS PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 



DOG TRAINING AND EXERCISE FIELDS



LEISURE AND TOURISM 



TEMPORARY LAND USE RIGHTS



EVENTS

Festivals Outdoor Cinema

Outdoor adventure/sportSporting 



FILMING 
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Class E. Development consisting of�²

(a) the temporary use of any land or buildings for a period not exceeding 9 

months in any 27 month period for the purpose of commercial film-making; and

(b) the provision on such land, during the filming period, of any temporary 

structures, works, plant or machinery required in connection with that use.


