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Lack of equipment demotivating 
Jinja COVID-19 health workers
JINJA

Tugumisirize 
giving a speech 
after receiving 
an assortment 
of medical 
equipment 
from the 
Uganda Medical 
Association 
recently

By Jackie Nambogga

One of the issues demotivating 
COVID-19 frontline health 
workers at Jinja Regional 
Referral Hospital is lack of 
personal protective equipment 
(PPEs), the hospital director, 
Dr Florence Tugumisirize, has 
said.

While receiving an 
assortment of medical 
equiment from the Uganda 
Medical Association UMA at 
the hospital last Thursday, 
Tugumisirize said they had 
run short of sanitisers at the 
isolation unit and as a result, 
they were using Jik.

and the frontline team at the 
isolation centre were being 

NORTHERN

Host communities 
supporting Omugo refugees

Refugees in Omugo, an extension 
of Rhino camp, are co-existing with 
host communities.
The refugees are living peacefully 
with the host communities as the 
two parties share land for farming. 
According to Joyce Sitima, a 
refugee living in village one, Tank 
19, the host communities gave 
them three acres, where they grew 
maize and beans, which helped 
improved their livelihood and feed 
their families. “I used to have a 
small garden at home, where I 
planted vegetables but planting 
maize and beans helped to 
improve my family’s diet,”she said. 
Dilek Deng, a youth from Omugo 
refugee settlement, said: “When 
we arrived in 2017, all we had was 
30 by 30 metres of land and it 
was hard to cultivate.” He said 
they realised that they needed to 
co-exist by forming saving groups 
in order to attract partners, which 
won the trust of host communities 
to give them land freely or at a 
subsidised fee.

sanitised with jik, but I kept 
praying for a miracle, which 
God answered by a donation, 

including sanitisers ,which we 
shall directly dispatch to the 
isolation unit,” she said.

Dr Joseph Garvin Nyanzi, the 
spokesperson of the Uganda 
Medical Association (UMA), 

said they held a fundraising 
with support from Open 
Society Eastern Africa initiative, 
which enabled them to procure 
medical assortments, which 
were distributed across their 14 
branches countrywide.

Nyanzi said this was aimed 
at aiding their colleagues in the 
struggle against COVID-19.

Other items included masks, 
gloves, face shields and aprons. 
As doctors, Nyanzi said they 
deemed it necessary to join 
Government by fundraising 
for such necessities needed 
in the care and treatment of 
patients.

“Government alone cannot 

found it necessary to join 
in the fundraising. We are 
responsible for what happens 
in the health sector as much as 
the Government,” he said. 
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