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By Conan Businge 

With regional integration 
finally taking root in East 
Africa, there is a mad rush 
to cross borders for higher 
education.

As students cross to Uganda, 
there are also universities 
opening in other East African 
countries like Kenya, Tanzania 
and Rwanda. 

With the credit transfer of 
students’ scores, there is more 
reason to think broadly about 
studying in any of the East 
African countries. 

You can cross to the 
neighbouring countries in 
case you are not interested in 
Uganda’s education system. 

Students will soon 
start switching from one 
university to another in the 
region, without losing their 
accumulated credits or marks. 

This would give students 
an opportunity to use their  
diplomas to be admitted in 
either second or third year 
at the university, instead of 
joining in first year. 

A case in point, Yusuf 
Sharanda, joined the 
International University in 
East Africa (IUEA) with a 
higher national diploma, but 
was allowed by the university 
to start from third year. 

Sharanda excelled in his 
examinations, graduated 
and was later retained by 

the university as a faculty 
administrator.” 

He is just one of the 1,000 
students who have been 
allowed to have their credits 
transferred from other 
universities in the region to 
IUEA’s grading system. “In the 
first year,  the IUEA   admitted 
about 700 students under 

the credit accumulation and 
transfer system,” the acting 
vice-chancellor Prof. Daowud 
Shenouda, said. 

Close to 300 applied to 
be enrolled under the same 
arrangement in the following 
academic year, but according 
to Shenouda, the number 
reduced since universities 
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were now rigid on releasing 
partial results to their students. 

The harmonisation initiative 
is meant to ease the movement 
of students. It is also part of a 
quality assurance initiative 
that was started in 2007.

“This arrangement will soon 
be in all major universities in 
the country,” explains Prof. 
Opuda Asibo, the executive 
director of the National 
Council for Higher Education. 

“As of now, the system is 
being piloted in some of 
the major universities in 
the country, for a period of 
one year,” he added. Asibo, 
however, declined to name the 
universities where it is being 
piloted. 

The East African Credit 
Accumulation and Transfer 
project was undertaken by 
higher education authorities 
in the region’s five countries 
almost five years ago. 

Currently, experts are 
working on minimum 
standards for some courses 
such as psychology, 
counselling, community 

development, development 
studies and social work 
programmes.

Below are the regional 
universities where one can 
enrol for an education.

KENYA
University of Nairobi 
This is Kenya’s pioneer 
university. It underwent a 
major restructuring in 1983, 
resulting in decentralisation 
of the administration, by 
creation of six campus 
colleges headed by principals. 
Vice-Chancellor: Prof. George 
Albert Magoha.

P O Box 30197, Nairobi
Tel: (254 20) 318 262
Fax: (254 20) 212604
E-mail: vc@uonbi

Jomo Kenyatta 
University
It is located 36km north east 
of Nairobi between Ruiru and 
Thika. 
The Vice-Chancellor is Prof. 
Mabel Imbuga

P O Box 62000-00200, 
Nairobi

Tel: (254 67) 24045/52033
Fax:(254 67) 

52164/52059/52030
E-mail: vc@jkuat.ac.ke

Kenyatta University
Vice-Chancellor: Prof Olive M 
Mugenda

P O Box 43844, Nairobi
Tel: (254 20) 711622/8710901
Fax (254 20) 811575
Email: vc@ku.ac.ke, kuvc@

nbnet.co.ke

Moi University
It was established in 1984 
by an Act of Parliament as 
the second public university. 
Since its inception, it has 
advanced to be Kenya’s 
leading university in teaching, 
research and development.
The vice-chancellor is Prof. 
Richard K Mibey
Contacts:

P.O. Box 3900 
30100 Eldoret, Kenya 
Tel: +254-(0)53-43620 
Fax: +254-(0)53-43047 
Email: vcmu@mu.ac.ke 
Website: www.mu.ac.ke

Egerton University
This was founded as a farm 
school in 1939 by Lord 
Maurice Egerton of Tatton, 
a Briton. In 1950, the school 
was upgraded to a college. In 
1986, the college was gazetted 
as a constituent college of 
Nairobi University. In 1987, 
it was fully established as a 
university through an Act of 
Parliament. 

Contacts:
Phone: +256(51)62454
Fax: +254(51)62527
info@egerton.ac.ke
Tel:254-051-2217891/2
254-051-2217781
P.O Box 536 
Egerton 20115, Kenya
Website: www.egerton.ac.ke

TANZANIA
Ardhi University  
vice-chancellor: Prof. Idrissa 
Bilali Mshoro Ditto.

P O Box 35176
Tel: (255 22) 2775004, 

2772291/2: D/L 2771274
Fax: (255 22) 2775391
E-mail: aru@aru.ac.ts OR 

vc@aru.ac.ts

University of Nairobi has various campuses across Kenya and is home to many students in the region

Kenyatta University welcomes students from Uganda 
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University of Dar es 
Salaam
Vice-chancellor: Prof. 
Rwekasa S Mukandala
P O Box 35091, Dar es Salaam.
Tel: (255 22) 2410700,    
2410500/9
Fax: (255 22) 2410084, 
2410023, 2410514:
E-mail: vc@admin.udsm.ac.ts

Sokoine University of 
Agriculture
Vice-chancellor: Prof. Gerald 
C Monela
P O Box 3000
Morogoro
Tel: Office (255 23) 2604523
Fax: (255 23) 2604651
E-mail: vc@suanet.ac.ts

Moshi University College 
of Cooperative and 
Business Studies 
Sokoine Road 
P O Box 474, Moshi
Tel: (+255 27) 275 1833 
Fax: (255 27) 275 0806 
Email: info@muccobs.ac.ts 
Website: www.muccobs.ac.ts 

Muhimbili University 
of Health and Allied 
Sciences
United Nations Road, 
P O Box 65001, Dar-es-
Salaam. 
Tel: (+255 22) 215 1378, 
2151596, 2151302/6
Fax: (255 22) 2150465

E-mail: vc@muhas.ac.ts 
Website: www.muhas.ac.ts

Muslim University of 
Morogoro                
 P O Box 1031
MOROGORO.
Tel: (255 23) 2600256
Fax: (255 23) 2600286 
Email: muslimuniversity@
yahoo.com 

RWANDA
National University of 
Rwanda (NUR)
NUR was created in 1963 
jointly by the Rwandan 
government and the 
congregation of the 
Dominicans from the Province 
of Quebec (Canada). It was 
previously composed of three 
academic units: the faculty 
of medicine, the faculty 
of social sciences and the 
teacher training college. At 
that time, it had 51 students 
and 16 lecturers. By 2005, the 
university had 8,221 students 
and 425 lecturers. The 
vice-chancellor is Prof. Silas 
Lwakabamba.
University Avenue
P O Box: 56 Butare, Rwanda
Phone: +(250) 530122
Fax:+(250) 530121
E-mail: info@nur.ac.rw

School of Finance and 
Banking 
Tel :( 250) 55111794

Fax :( 250)502911
Email:vrac@sfb.ac.rw
Website: www.sfb.ac.rw

Kigali Institute of 
Education

Vice-chancellor: Prof George 
K Njoroge.
Kinironko Gasabo, Kigali city
P B 5039, 
Tel: (00250 or 0037) 55100597
Fax: (00250 or 0037) 586890

Email: admin@kie.ac.rw
george.njoroge@kie.ac.rw
Website: www.kie.ac.rw

Kigali Institute of 
Science and Technology

Rector: Prof Abraham Atta-
Ogwu
P O Box 3900
Kigali
Tel: (+250 or 0037) 574 696
Fax: (+250 or 0037) 571 925
E-mail: rector@kist.ac.rw

BURUNDI
University of Burundi
Rector: Professor Gaston 
Hakisa
P O Box 1550, Bujumbura.
Tel: (00257 or 0038) 22 22 
85 88
Fax: (00257 or 0038) 22 22 
32 88
Email: gahahisa@yahoo.fr

Ecole Normale Superieure
Director: Dr. Janviere 
Ndirahisha
Ecole Normale Superieure
B P 6983, Bujumbura
Tel: +257 or 0038-
22258945/44
Fax: +257 or 0038-22 25 89 
48
E-mail: ens@cbinf.bi
www.ens.bi

Hope Africa University 
(Universite’Espoir 
D’Afrique)
Rector: Prof Elie A Buconyori
B P 238
Quartier 2, Ngagara, 
Bujumbura
Tel: (00257 or 0038) 22 23 
93 79

The University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania accepts the conversion of high diplomas
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