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Construction sector tops with injuries

Workers at construction sites are expected to wear helmets and boots to avoid being hit by debris

I am Solomon Byekwaso and I am 54 
years old. Currently, I am a maintenance 
supervisor at Vision Group. In October 
2009, I had an accident in which I lost 
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It was between 7:00pm and 8:00pm. It 
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team to arrive to work. 
As we printed, I noticed that one of 
the units on the print was not clear. I 
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the problem. Suddenly, my left hand was 
stuck in the machine, and the machine 
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press the stop button and called out for 
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to do. I had the most expertise then so it 
was up to me to save my hand. 
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on my hand, opened it up, removed it 
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by. Then, I instructed them on how to 
reverse the machine such that I could re-
move my hand. Because it was shattered, 
it was slippery. It took 25 minutes for us 
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like a banana that had been stepped 
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the machine and was found the next day 
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be amputated due to the excessive dam-
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my children without a hand. I was rushed 
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OSH DAY

By Jeff Andrew Lule 

T
he construction sector 
contributes about 
75% of the injuries at 
workplaces in different 
parts of the country,  
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the Ministry of Gender 

and Labour has revealed.
Eva Katusabe Muzira, a 

specialised safety inspector at the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
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injuries and death cases reported 
�	��������
	������������	�������
sector.

“The few inspections we have 
done at various workplaces; we 
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injuries. This was evident at hydro 
power constriction site and road 
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notes.

She disclosed this at the national 
conference on OSH at work places 
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Celebrations
The event is part of the activities in 
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to scheduled to take place at 
'��()�)���	�����	*����"������
today.
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easily record data of all injuries and 
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She says they have already 
registered 2,200 workplaces which 
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injuries are as a result of falling 
objects, falls and caught in between 
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head injury, leg and foot injuries 
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Over 30 people get injured at 
various constructions sites in the 
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annually. 
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injuries and death at construction 
sites are preventable but this can 

only be achieved if they are listed by 
����������	�������*�������������	��
�	�+������������	������
���	�$

“That is why we want to have OSH 
data in place in all workplaces. It 
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Eng. Mukasa Senyonjo, a global 
OSH consultant says all workplaces 
need to have these OSH data 
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resource.

“There is need to record these 
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you have proper records, it helps 
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contractors do not provide adequate 
protective gears for their workers on 
various sites.
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boots and gloves to avoid being hit 
directly by various objects. 

The principal general safety 
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the required gears thus exposing 
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consider the OSH Act in all their 
plans. The designers of these plans 
also need to point out these risks 
and what can be done to prevent 
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He noted that they want to 
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their rights and what should be 
done.
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and avoid these accidents, it helps 
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Occupational Health, Eng. Francis 
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safety and health at work provide a 
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work related hazards and risks. 
“These indicators can be used by 
����	�	�����������+�	��������������
���4�����������������	��	������
for the prevention of occupational 
injuries, diseases and deaths as well 
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such as a particular occupation, 
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immediately rushed to the theatre. 
The doctor said I was lucky I still had 
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hand intact.
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about a year and a half for me to heal. I 
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This is because no one on the team then 
had the expertise that I had and the com-
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I can even drive.
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As told to Vicky Wandawa


