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from the fund. The trust fund 
pools resources from local 
and international donors.

According to Dr Arthur 
Mugisha, the chairperson 
of the Board of Trustees of 
Uganda Biodiversity Fund, 
they will pool resources 
and also get support from 
the private sector, such as 
Kinyara Sugar Works, so that 
the communities affected by 
the crop raiding chimpanzees 
get compensation.

Specioza Kiwanuka, the 
executive director of Uganda 
Biodiversity Fund, says the 
three organisations will be 
addressing a critical concern 
and this will promote 
co-existence between the 
communities and wildlife. She 
says this is a pilot strategy 
that will be replicated in other 
parts of the country. 

“The project will support 
the establishment of the 
human wildlife community 
resilience fund to mitigate 
community losses from 
wildlife incursions, through 
development of local and 
regional compensation 
schemes, as one of the 
incentive measures for 
long-term engagement in 
sustainable natural resources 
management among 
communities,” Kiwanuka says.

In addition, the communities 

will be supported to increase 
the productivity of their land 
by growing valuable crops, 
such as ginger and chilli, 
which cannot be eaten by the 
chimps, according to Kasoma. 
However, he says getting 
market for the produce would 

be necessary in order to make 
ginger and chilli sustainable 
enterprises. 

Other conservation efforts 
will include restoration of a 
migratory corridor between 
the 12 square kilometre 
Kasongoire forest and the 800 

square kilometre Budongo 
Forest, which is Uganda’s 
largest forest reserve. The 
chimps used to move between 
Kasongoire and Budongo, 
but sugarcane growing and 
settlements of immigrants 
destroyed the riverine 

forests that used to form the 
migratory corridor.  

Only 5,000 chimps are 
left in Uganda in parts of 
the Albertine rift valley 
(the left arm of the rift 
valley) between Lake Albert 
and Bwindi Impenetrable 

National Park in south 
western Uganda.

The biodiversity fund was 
set up last year to address 
financial needs relating to 
conservation of biological 
diversity in the Albertine rift 
valley. 
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Resolving human-chimp conflict

The migratory corridor of chimps has been destroyed and replaced with sugarcane 
plantations, which has often forced them to wander into the gardens of residents

Uganda Biodiversity Fund’s Edith Kabesiime 
addressing journalists. Photo by Mary Kansiime
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